


THE Q DOCUMENT

EXT. DESERT - DAY
JESUS CHRIST, thin, wounded, hangs on a CROSS, moaning in

agony. While Jesus hangs in the traditional position, the
image itself is inverted, presented upside down.

EXT. DESERT - DAY %
TITLE SEQUENCE N

Barren desert landscape stretches as far as the % see.

We follow the hard, rocky ground until we arry at a
TORTOISE lying on its back, struggling to tu r

Suddenly the bare FOOT of Jesus steps int@ame.

and gently turns the tortoise right up. The tortoise
then begins to slowly crawl away

Jesus stares out at the seemin&ilt@hdless desert, his eyes

focused and pensive.
2
NAR @.o.)

Drawn from t oral tradition of

Jesus looks affectionately toward thef; toise. He bends down

the early Ch , the “Q Document”
is a lost and ancient gospel. A
gospel 13j hose of Matthew and
Luke, Jesus’ forty day fast
in sert while being tempted

b . Never proven to have
e¥<§2e and disputed by the Church,
. Document has lead

osophers, historians,

\ cfentists and artists to offer
their interpretation of what
happened during Christ’s isolation
in the Judaean desert and the

QO temptations that aimed to destroy
him.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus falls to his knees. He closes his eyes and bows his
head.



JESUS CHRIST
Father. I speak to you now. The
Spirit has lead me into this
wasteland. And I know what I must
do. To prove my devotion, I will
not consume food or water, I will
not indulge in earthly needs and
desires (pauses) and I will await
the Evil one... I will not falter.
I will rely on your love to stay
true. I am willing to starve for

you. I am willing to die for you. N%

Your will shall be done.

Jesus then opens his eyes and looks toward the s
searches the sky, but sees only clouds.

Jesus resumes prayer, eyes closed, hands cla@'ﬁogether.
SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY ONE N QO
Jesus walks quietly through thé\lsﬁﬁic desert.

He observes what nature the\ to observe.

EXT. DESERT - EVENING %

EXT. DESERT - DAY

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE ‘“&“: DAY FOUR

Jesus is troub d discontented. He looks out at the
sunset and th ls to his knees, clasping his hands in
prayer.

SUPQ SED TITLE TEXT: DAY FIVE
J<:>s is shown not to have moved from his kneeled position,

< hts eyes are still closed, his hands are still clasped, but
s face is pained, already thinned from lack of nourishment.

’
EXT. D }p bDAY

Suddenly, Jesus springs to movement, opening him arms and
groaning loudly in pain and relief. He looses his footing and
slumps to his backside.

He runs his fingers over his dry, cracked lips.
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He then removes his GARMENTS, a long, one-piece tunic. His
body is moist with sweat.

Falling completely to the ground, Jesus proceeds to lie flat
on his back.

JESUS CHRIST

(deliriously, intensely,

speaking rhetorically to

Satan)
Show yourself, Deceiver! Why have (;t>
you not come? The Spirit told me
you would. Is this your test? N
Isolation! (begins to mildly <::>
chuckle in delirium) I will be
alone for 40 days, but you will be
alone for all eternity!

Jesus then quickly regains his composure. sits up and runs
his hands over his face.

JESUS CHRIST coﬁs’\Q

(quietly, to hlmself

aloud)
Mother... I am glad yo not see
me like this. Even as ait
persecution, my i tiehce
overwhelms me. 2%9 think i1l of
me. I promise 3§d would be
strong, and am €determined... I've
yet to look ard toward you and
Joseph, kut Mother, how I miss you
and long%ﬂe in your company
again.

Jesus lies do the ground again, curling himself into a
fetal positien.

INT./E XD LLING - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

orted by his mother MARY as she gently and
ionately strokes his back

a
al .
<:;£uy'carefully repositions herself and Jesus jolts awake.

MARY
I thought you had finally fallen
asleep.

Jes‘E%& shown in a similar fetal position, but lying with



JESUS CHRIST
(9roggy)

You know now is not the time to
sleep, Mother.
MARY
(playfully)
You were snoring.
Jesus smirks.
JESUS CHRIST %
Well, perhaps I did shut my eyes QN

for a moment.

s 2

You may be the son of God, but you
still need rest. The trial aheadcii)

you will provide little comfort.

Jesus pauses for a moment, looks towa;q<2§;:hother then looks

away . \
JESUS CHRIST ®'
Don’t call me that. | l
Mary’s brow furrows.
*
What did I call u?

JES CHRIST
The son qu.

MARY
But s what you are -- the
13@ God.
Jesus is’\@t, conflicted.
MARY (CONT'D)
Q Never be ashamed of who you are.
O JESUS CHRIST
< , I'm not ashamed... I'm--
Jesus trails off.

MARY
What?



JESUS CHRIST
(hesitantly)
I'm still not certain of why I was
the one chosen for this honor, this
responsibility.

MARY
Isn’t that why you are preparing to
go into the desert? To prove you
are beyond human law, human
frailty?

JESUS CHRIST N
And what if I'm not? Q
MARY (1/

You are Jesus. I know that you arefs
I only need to recall how you camt)

to me, not by Man'’s touch, but b
the hand of God--

JESUS CHRIST ’\Q
(speaking over her) %
Stop! \

Mary becomes deeply concerned &Pﬂshes over to Jesus.

Silenc
from hd

QQQ

MARY ¢ a
What is this? W x s this coming
from? I’'ve told u since childhood
about the ni he Spirit came and
put you inside®of me.

}US CHRIST

How?!‘Z:’
S

. % not know how! But it is so!
%\1 s. Mary turns her back to Jesus and moves away

MARY (CONT'D)
I thought you believed the truth
about yourself.

JESUS CHRIST
I do believe, Mother. It’'s just
difficult at times.

MARY
What about those that follow you?
Why do you speak to them? Why do
you tell them the way?



JESUS CHRIST
(matter-of-factly)
Because I feel it is the right
thing to do.

Short pause.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
Listen to me... I am ashamed of
these thoughts. They rip through me
and I despise that I think them,

but I do... I believe in who I am N%

and what I have to say, but
tomorrow morning I am to march into

a wasteland with only faith to
nourish me.

Jesus walks over to Mary, faces her toward h'*ﬂﬂ grips her
by the arms. <f)

JESUS CHRIST (COQT%O

Look into my eyes, Mother. \
Mary slowly brings herself to lo k{%?!}ésus. Tears fill her

eyes.
JESUS CHRIST ®(CONT'D)
If I am wrong, I*wi perish. If I

am not who yo i e I am, I will
die in that sert. Do you

understand? N tell me again,
Mother.., Save®me if you can.
There is a long, i se pause. Mary stares deeply into

Jesus’ eyes. TK’ 0ll down her cheeks.

\<:?. MARY
re the son of God. A child of

in birth and the savior of

L 4
affkind.
S %;];s earnestly at Mary and then pulls her close to him
e

Je
Cfb
JESUS CHRIST

(whispering)
I'm so sorry, Mother. I should have
never doubted you, never doubted
myself.

MARY
(stern)
You must extinguish this doubt
Jesus.
(MORE)



MARY (CONT'D)
Doubt is the Devil working his way
inside of your mind. Do not even
question, because what doesn’t make
sense to us, makes sense to God. He
makes anything possible. His love
is coursing through your veins.

JESUS CHRIST
I know.

MARY

You're right. You’ll only have N%

faith to nourish you, but faith is
all you’ll need. Everything else is

but a requirement of man... When

you thirst and when you starve,

open up your heart. God will
provide... Now say it. <:)

JESUS CHRIST O
God will provide. . Q
MARY
Say it once more. | \

JESUS CHRI

(strongly)
God will provide®. CED

(tenderl
Is there a voice inside of you,
Jesus, t iqg you the right path?

JESUS CHRIST
T% € many voices.

e
MARY

\ en to the one deepest in your

offil. That is God. He is telling

q~ls you who you are, giving you the

Q strength to do what he’s put you on

*

this earth to do.

JESUS CHRIST
It’'s never been a question of the
thoughts that fill my heart. If it
is wrong to defend against hatred
with love, then I will gladly be
wrong.

Mary smiles.



MARY
That is your divinity, my son.
These thoughts cannot come from
Man. They are too cruel and
foolish. The concept of love can
only come from God.

Jesus embraces Mary again.

While Jesus’ face is buried in her hair, Mary masks a lo of
distraught pain. She strokes the back of Jesus’ head wi r

hand. »
When Jesus’ breaks away, Mary quickly resumes her t<:2$ ’
but smiling face.

EXT. DESERT - DAY ()%

The sun is beating down on Jesus as he le;Ey stumbles along
a canyon, his eyes closed, his body wet, ' sweat.

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY NINE @\

The sound of his mother’s voice 1s<seard in a whisper.

MARY (V.0 )
(whisper) ¢

“Extinguish dqu \ Doubt is the

Devil... Lovge |camonly come from

God.”
Jesus is noticeabl igoriented. He stumbles more severely
toward an openin he canyon, about a twelve foot drop.
Jesus tumbles t®” the opening, falling and injuring his
ankle upon 1 with the desert floor.
He lets ¢ loud shriek, gripping his ankle and rocking
back a f in pain.
Jes ks toward the sky and sees the canyon walls. They
a impossibly high.

< Ggunting and breathing heavily, a look of panic on Jesus’
ce, he tries to stand only to fall again after putting
weight on his ankle.

He looks at his wound. It is swollen and purple. Jesus then
survey'’s his surroundings for anything to hoist himself up
with, but the canyon is arid.

Jesus slumps his back against the wall of the canyon and
sighs. Then through the pain he mutters:



JESUS CHRIST
Friends, I pray your fears were not
well founded...

I/E. - CAVE - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

Two DISCIPLES of Jesus stand in an ominously lit cave that’s
been used as a gathering space.

They speak to each other in troublesome tones.

DISCIPLE 1 N
Why do you think he’s called us Q

here at such a late hour?

DISCIPLE 2 %
I do not know. <:)
DISCIPLE 1 O
What if he doesn’t come? . Q
DISCIPLE 2
He’ll come. \

DISCIPLE 1%
And if he doesn’t?

*

DIS I&\

(aggressivye

We wait.
WCIPLE 1
Yes, f Romans to come and
cap@s .
Disciple 2 éﬂEPys this off.

Disciple’ agitated. He pours himself some WINE and
drinks % 1¥ing some on himself.

@ DISCIPLE 1 (CONT'D)

If he keeps talking the way he
does, people are going to start
paying attention.

DISCIPLE 2
Isn’t that the idea?

DISCIPLE 1
Yes, but we don’'t want the wrong
people paying attention. They’ll
kill him. They’1ll kill all of us.



Disciple 1
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DISCIPLE 2
Jesus speaks the truth. Sometimes
people don’t like hearing the
truth.

sarcastically chuckles.

DISCIPLE 1
There’s no such thing. There is
only what those with power tell us.
That becomes our truth.

DISCIPLE 2 N
You're wrong, my friend. <::>

DISCIPLE 1 (1/
It is what influences our lives! A
lie, the truth, it’s what we live
with every day. What good is <:)

anything else? O

DISCIPLE 2 ’\
Jesus stands for somethim% e

than the workings of o J% ial
lives. And I am prepargd stand
behind him.

DISCI %
You're prepar d& e for his

truth?

DISCIPLE 2
I am. LN

DISCIPLE 1
y believe all that he
. .About what he is?

'\% DISCIPLE 2

DISCIPLE 1
How can you follow so blindly?

DISCIPLE 2

(frustrated, explosive)
How can you call yourself a
follower with questions like this?
Have you not heard the name
Cassius? He is being eternally
chewed in the jowls of the
hellhound Lucifer! Keep talking
like this and I’'1ll make sure you
end up beside him.
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DISCIPLE 1
Don’t misunderstand me. I consider
Jesus my brother. I would die for
him if it came to that... I'm just
not certain that it must.

DISCIPLE 2
And if it came to be that Jesus did
not possess these gifts, if he is
not who he claims to be?

DISCIPLE 1 %
Then it’s possible we’ll be killed QN

in the name of an impractical

sentiment. That is all I intend to
say.
DISCIPLE 2 %
(suspicious) <:)
What would you have us do? O

DISCIPLE 1 ¢ Q

I do not know, but we wou ve to
do something... \
A moment of silence occurs. %
Jesus then suddenly enters® ‘%’greets his Disciples with a
warm smile. \
DI E 2

(hiding gullt)
Jesus! 2N

@ JESUS CHRIST
He & others. I apologize for
k g you.
®

Jesus wa fore them and opens his hands to them.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
Q Come. We have much to discuss.

IfE. - CAVE - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

Jesus continues to speak with his two Disciples.
DISCIPLE 1

But Jesus, no man can survive for
40 days without food and water!



JESUS CHRIST
These are the requirements of men!
I'm filled with divine love, you
see. This is my path and I must
walk it.

DISCIPLE 2
I will go with you then. We will
fast together.

JESUS CHRIST
No! I must go alone. N
DISCIPLE 1 Q
It’s suicide!

JESUS CHRIST (L
God will provide. <:)

DISCIPLE 2 <;>
You know I will listen to al

you say, and fulfill any déﬁQ&
that you ask of me, but t s too

dangerous. Art you not a{s} like
ONg

me? I need nourishmegtlt o on.
JESUS ST

CH
I would be disho if I told you
I wasn't fright 7 but my fear
does not derive om doubt. It is
my own human ness. But God is

great! Ard can®do what no man can.
Brothers q;ll be in his hands.

There is a pau e Disciples are nervous, their words
bottled up in heir mouths.

. JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
\ (comforting)
\ with me now.
JesQAches out his hands to the Disciples.
®; DESERT - DAY

The massive landscape seems endless and large sand dunes
tower over a small modern DOOR FRAME positioned in the center
of the desert.

JESUS CHRIST (V.O.)
(in a whisper)
I say to you, ask and it will be
given to you;
(MORE)



JESUS CHRIST (V.O.) (CONT'D)
search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for
you...

The door opens, revealing more desert landscape behind it.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus continues to sit in the canyon, his ankle badly
wounded. He leans his head against the wall of the canydEZde

breaths deeply, shutting his eyes. N
SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY THIRTEEN (LQ
MONTAGE N\ I

-As multiple days pass Jesus slowly begins t(ipe able to put
weight on his foot.

-Superimposed title text of days Elevéiésaﬁelve, Thirteen,
Fourteen, etc. appear, each sequenc ing Jesus looking
more malnourished and slightly d rﬂ .

—-Jesus stares up toward the sky? arge blood-red SASH flies
over the canyon, carried by e nd. Jesus reaches for it,
but it vanishes from his vi

-He runs his hands ove l'gcanyon rock.

-He sleeps submerg in nd

-Eventually Jesu Ehlly stand and he begins attempting to
escape the can e jumps, tries to get a hand on top of
the opening b ls. He lands awkwardly on his ankle and
shouts in pa%n.

fists against the canyon walls in

_Hié carry with them a sense of hopelessness.
6; DESERT - NIGHT

Jesus sleeps against the canyon wall, shivering from the
cold.

DREAM SEQUENCE

A nonspecific black room displays indistinguishable faces
emerging from darkness.
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A SKULL cloaked in white cloth is then shown. BLOOD pours
over the skull, the cloth clinging to the bone.

EXT. DESERT - NIGHT

Jesus awakes from his nightmare with a jump and a shriek.
He looks around, peering upward into the darkened sky.

JESUS CHRIST

(frightened) %
Who'’s there? Show yourself. Is it QN

He who I await?

A deep, frightening voice is heard belonging to JEQIANGEL OF
DEATH.

ANGEL OF DEATH (0.S.) ()
It is I who awaits you.

L 4
Jesus is visibly afraid. \Q
JESUS CHRIST @
Who are you? . l

The Angel of Death approachegethe®ledge of the canyon and
reveals himself to Jesus. ¥S) a large, tall figure dressed
in a white cloak wet wit Q blood.

Jesus reacts in terror.
EL OF DEATH
Do yog@ ecognize me from the

pro I am one of your angels.

Jesus pauses@ a moment, his fear ceases.

'\ JESUS CHRIST
‘<\ z¥Fael.
The@ of Death nods.
O ANGEL OF DEATH
< , Why are you at the bottom of this
canyon?

JESUS CHRIST
I mistakenly fell and injured
myself.

The Angel of Death looks down at Jesus, surveying him.
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ANGEL OF DEATH
It is not fatal.
The Angel of Death turns away from Jesus and exits view.
Jesus calls after him.

JESUS CHRIST
Azrael! Come back!

Suddenly Jesus is transported out of the canyon, standi
above ground. He is shocked, looking around and regair& S

senses.

He sees the Angel of Death standing beside a WHI%&E.
ANGEL OF DEATH
You are free once more. For now. <:)

The Angel of Death yet again goes to lean

JESUS CHRIST ¢ Q
Y&

Wait! Stop... Why have yo eared
to me? It is not yet m &

ANGEL OF D
No, you have much ft %o do. But
you are close. I* smell you.

Your decay. &

JE HRIST
I have n@t eatén in many days.

EEL OF DEATH

You he Almighty. Why do you
not Wi for nourishment and have
n3<€?s ment appear before you?
'\ JESUS CHRIST
\ sacrificing for my God, the
* Father.
Q ANGEL OF DEATH
O To prove something you already
< , know?

JESUS CHRIST
For them, out there.

Jesus motions into the distant landscape.
ANGEL OF DEATH

It is not one’s sacrifice that
inspires man.



JESUS CHRIST
What then inspires man? If I may
ask.

The Angel of Death takes a thoughtful pause.

ANGEL OF DEATH
Fear.

Jesus looks discouraged.

Q
QOQ*

JESUS CHRIST
I do not envy you with a thought
such as that, Death.

ANGEL OF DEATH

But how I envy you. \ I

JESUS CHRIST
Why me? I am not yet the king I@
destined to be. I am merelx' g

ANGEL OF DEATH (é\'

Merely? Man is the Cre r
fullest realization.

JESUS CHRIST
I do not unders YThey have no
idea what 1lie this earth.

Without this nggiedge, they are
incomplete.

NQEL OF DEATH

For my and my knowledge, I
lac tance. I am an idea
clo n cloth. You are a man,
made flesh and bone. You can
and be felt.
\ JESUS CHRIST

But I am temporary, where you are
eternal. Man is nothing if not the
infant of existence.

ANGEL OF DEATH
Man has never known his place. You
do not appreciate the life you have
been given and now it will end.

JESUS CHRIST
I've seen this in visions. I know
of my destiny. It is true, I will
die...for a much greater cause.



Q
QOQ*

ANGEL OF DEATH
If you like...

JESUS CHRIST
(getting frustrated)
No, not if I like. I'm here to save
man from the torments of Satan! I'm
here to die for their sins! I'm
their father, their friend,
their...

ANGEL OF DEATH %
(cutting Jesus off) N
Once you leave this earth, you will <::>

be silent to the brotherhood of

which you were born. The creatures

who need you most, you will be

further away from than you are

sitting in this desert, alone, <:)

without direction, without mean<:§>

JESUS CHRIST ¢ Q

I have meaning. I believe hat I
do...I must, mustn’t I \

ANGEL OF D
Faith requires cogz;;e do not

possess. ’\
JES S<sHRIST

But you accu of abandoning my
children

EEL OF DEATH
It i @ a matter of faith to know
tgt& will gone. I know the
daxkness in death, the silence. I
' in it without the fortune of

\ g dead. You will no longer be

heir side... but I will be.
Doesn’t that make me a more
suitable king?

JESUS CHRIST
Why do you long to be a man so?

ANGEL OF DEATH
To watch a creature die is to know
its true nature. Most die in the
fear they’ve lived in, but some
cease to be with dignity and grace.
This grace was not bestowed upon
beings such as you and I.



JESUS CHRIST
But I've told you, I'm still just a
man.

ANGEL OF DEATH
But you do not live as such. You
know you shall die and be seated
beside your father. A true man must
endure doubt. For all of your
silence, you'’ve been granted
assurance. For all of man’s gifts,

he’s been granted ignorance. N%

Jesus listens intently.

JESUS CHRIST (1/

If I am not a man, what am I?

ANGEL OF DEATH
I will leave you now King of KJ..,
but we will meet again. Soon,
horse) Come, Despair! G

The horse approaches the Angel oj \%’and they both vanish

into the dark desert.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus lies on the grougi fECtly still. He appears dead.
wi a

Suddenly he reawak gasp for air.

He sits up and p thlnklng to himself.

He then 1lie n the ground and stretches himself out as
if he were O e cross.

He stretg is body, putting himself in discomfort. He
eventu s limp and breathes deeply.

Q his hand over his heart, listens to it thumping.

mping becomes louder and louder. The sound becomes

< g denlng Finally Jesus removes his hand from over his
art.

He lies in the dirt, deep in thought.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus continues to walk deeper into the desert. His eyes
suggest he is deep in thought. He hears his mother’s voice.



MARY (V.O.)
You are a very special boy. The
most special...

CUT TO:

INT. LIVING SPACE - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

A YOUNG JESUS (8-10) lies in bed, awaiting his mother.

YOUNG JESUS %
Mother... will you be alive
forever.? Q

Mary smiles as she sits down on the bed beside Jes

MARY
What kind of question is that fo <;)
child to ask? 6

YOUNG JESUS ¢
Adin told me his mother di iving
birth to him and that (& e
going to die someday

Is that so? Well? CEZ the Kingdom of
Heaven, yes, e alive
forever. But, on rth sadly no.
Adin was rig w1ll die someday.
All of ug die entually.

. &rald SO.
\\ YOUNG JESUS

What will happen to my body?

‘[‘JNG JESUS

M eyes get big.
MARY
<:;) Something miraculous.
YOUNG JESUS
What?

MARY
Well, you know that you are a very
special boy. The most special.
(MORE)
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MARY (CONT'D)
God the father sent you to me so
you could spread his word.

YOUNG JESUS
Can you tell me the story again?

MARY
Yes, but afterward you must go to
sleep.

Young Jesus nods in agreement.

MARY (CONT'D) N
One night an angel named Gabriel <::>
came to me and he said, “Greetings,
you who are highly favored. The

Lord is with you.” At first I was
frightened, but he said to me, “D
not be afraid, Mary, you have fo %
favour with God. You will be wi

child and give birth to a gpggggh
you are to give him the nama\b sus.
He will be great and will alled
the Son of the Most Hi %Lord

God will give him th h e of his
father David, and he reign

over the house of cob® forever;
his kingdom will* r end.”

Young Jesus listens in@, his eyes glazed over with

wonder.

Y (CONT’D)
aid will this be, as I am
never touched by man.”
responded, “The Holy
r will come upon you, and the
of the Most High will
shadow you. So the holy one to
e“porn will be called the Son of
God. Even Elizabeth your relative

*
® is going to have a child in her old

D <

I
a
T
S

age, and she who was said to be
barren is in her sixth month. For
nothing is impossible with God.”

Young Jesus smiles.

MARY (CONT'D)
And soO you see, you are very
special. And you must believe how
special you are or God will know.
Do you believe?
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Young Jesus shakes his head “yes.”

MARY (CONT'D)
Good boy.

Mary leans over and blows out the CANDLES beside Jesus’ bed.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus walks and comes to a halt. He looks up into the s

falls to one knee, shakes off his pain and gets to

JESUS CHRIST (1/
(under his breath)
I believe. <:)

EXT. DESERT - DAY O

*

As Jesus journeys forward, he comes \ a small POOL OF
BLOOD that leads to a wild BEAST  amfi ating its prey.

He then grips his stomach. His hunger pains are sevg:gs
eet.

Jesus freezes. The Beast looks’&k;rrom its meal toward him.
Its jaws are stained with thiesrl al’s blood.

.
INSERT:

A quick flash shows Je%his mouth smeared with blood like

the Beast’s.
O
EXT. DESERT - @

The Beast caﬂgshues to stare Jesus down, but then he resumes
his meal’a<32> sus backs away slowly.
N\
XT — NIGHT

its beside a hand-made FIRE. A GROWL sound comes from
er darkness.

t
qus looks in the direction of the sound, frightful.

EXT. DESERT - DAY
Jesus stumbles about, clinching his stomach in pain.

He urinates a thick brown stream of urine against the side of
a boulder.
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Eventually, Jesus slams against the boulder and slides down
into a slouched, seated position. The pain subsides and his
body goes limp.

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY TWENTY
Jesus screams out.

JESUS CHRIST
(shouting to the sky)
Father! Is this what you want for

me!? I’'ve prayed to you, asked for N%

you guidance and received no
answer! Why do you not speak to

me!? I was strong! Prepared to face
Satan against the most desirable of

claims! But now I feel, if he

offered one drink of water I’'d ta
it! Father!? Are you there?!

Playful girl’s LAUGHTER is then abrup;iiss‘ d.

The sound startles Jesus. He looks q?jb frantically.

The laughter is heard again. &

cautiously looks around thé of stone and finds a

Jesus follows the laughter tqQebeh%nd the boulder. He
voluptuous nude TEMPTRES {&ng beside a SNAKE.

She is giggling and tau g the snake. She then motions
sensually toward Jegsus, tempting to lure him closer.
Jesus jumps back i ;Ek and horror. He shakes his head

manically, tryx dispel the image.

He then ver iously looks around the boulder again. The
Temptresg nake have vanished, only SNAKE SKIN blows in

the sli% ze.
T e*of Jesus’ mother Mary comes from behind Jesus.

he wvei
Q MARY (0.S.)
<:> Don't be frightened Jesus.
qus spins around, sees his mother and is in disbelief.
JESUS CHRIST
(confused)

Mother? Is that you?

MARY
Yes, my son.
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JESUS CHRIST
Is this a vision?

Jesus extends his hand to his mother.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
(fighting back tears)
Can I touch you?

MARY
That woman is the one who is

manipulating your mind, Jesus. I am N%

in your heart. Do not be surprised

by Satan’s foul tricks. He is (L

everywhere... And remember it is
not only I who loves you...
Jesus enters a small domesticated liv} e 1lit only by

bee’s wax CANDLES. They are positioned\ 1" around the room,
creating a soft yellow light.

EXT. LIVING SPACE - NIGHT - FLASHBACK

A beautiful woman awaits Jesus i sﬁ&e the cave. This is MARY

MAGDALENE. She is nervously awa him and immediately
shows signs of relief when Jesus &nters. She rushes to him
and embraces him. ¢ 22)

They look into each ot ’&eyes passionately. Mary leans in
and gives Jesus a soft on the lips.

Y MAGDALENE
I thou@ u weren’t coming.
\' JESUS CHRIST
Y ow it is difficult to get

* .

\\ MARY MAGDALENE

I know.
T -filled pause.
JESUS CHRIST
<:;) I spoke with my disciples.
MARY MAGDALENE
And?

JESUS CHRIST
They are concerned, Mary. And
rightfully so.



MARY MAGDALENE
Then you have your answer.

JESUS CHRIST
But I never asked a question.

Mary becomes frustrated. She moves away from Jesus and gets
into her BED, covering herself up with blankets.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
We've spoken about this. I must go
into the desert tomorrow. I have no
choice. My father wishes it of me,
and so I must.

MARY MAGDALENE
Your father? Your father has never
spoken two words to you. How coul
he? He's in Heaven and we're dow
here. It’s your mother that'’s t(E}
you to do this.

’/)

JESUS CHRIST
Don’'t speak about her h{;

@

y I

am the man I am becaus her
MARY MAG

And you’'re about? 1ll yourself.

SUS RIST
I must prove veryone who I am!
My words are ndt enough!

Y MAGDALENE
But c@ct as though you are not
fri ed. As though you have no
1 about leaving me here to

. about you.

Jesus %‘1 .

JESUS CHRIST
That is where you are wrong.
<:Efsus sits on the end of Mary’s bed.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
I can confide in you things I can
not admit to my disciples. Things I
can not even acknowledge myself...
I am frightened. Of course I am...
I am uncertain. I do not know what
God expects of me. I do not know
what I’'1l find in that desert.

©
QY
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Jesus becomes emotional, his frustration evident in a sigh.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
I am so full of love, but I do not
know how to show this love... or to
whom I should give it. You? Them?
(motions toward the outside world)
God? ...Part of me wishes I can
stay here with you and reject
what’s been demanded of me... but
none of this changes what I must

do. I have no choice. »%

Mary looks affectlonately toward Jesus, the love sh

for him evident in her glassy-eyed gaze. She unc r erself
from the bed blanket, presenting her clothed, bu ilable
body.

Jesus looks down at her, a sense of longin i hlS eyes.

He then picks up the blanket and covers once more.

MARY MAGDALENE
I just fear too much h asked

of you. How can it be? H can any
of this be? ...How wi u ever be
able to return hom

We share thi E4Sr But something
inside is telN1 me that what I'm
about toEdo is®*important... that I

JES

am impor that what begins
tomorr 1l be remembered for all

tlm%K;'
MARY MAGDALENE

you will be at the mercy of
\ and how do you know that it
\ be kind to you?
QJ§$fs in acknowledgement of Mary’s valid observation.

QO g JESUS CHRIST

That is in fact what I fear most.
For those whose duty it is to tell

my story... how they can never know
the truth of it?... That whatever
record will exist... shall be
Wrong.

Mary removes a piece of FABRIC from her person and hands it
to Jesus.
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MARY MAGDALENE
I want you to take this with you
into the desert. It means I will be
with you and that you’ll never be
alone.

Jesus accepts the piece of fabric, folds it up and conceals
it within his clothing.

He looks into Mary’s eyes, a deep sadness present.

EXT. DESERT - DAY N

Jesus holds Mary Magdalene’s fabric in his hand 1
squatting on the ledge of a canyon. He rubs 1t wit
fingers. He then lets it go and the fabric d S 1nto the

canyon. <:)
EXT. DESERT - DAY Q

Jesus walks through the desert. He steps on a SNAKE,
the same snake first introduced e Temptress. Jesus
only becomes aware of his dang rous 1sstep when the snake
hisses from beneath him, causin us to jump back.

The snake looks at Jesus. ’

SUS RIST
(to snak
Where isyour woman, serpent?

The snake contin stare toward Jesus.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
o snake, falsely

peaceful)
much to say? No food to tempt
\ ith? Well then, I’11 tell you
this: you’re wasting your time
tormenting me. You will find
neither fear nor hatred here.

< Tge snake remains perfectly still, staring a hole into Jesus.
eir eyes lock. Tension builds.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
(animated, frustrated)
Did you hear me?!

The snake begins to slither away. Jesus watches him go.
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Slowly, from the camera’s perspective, an invisible “force”
moves toward Jesus, approaching him from behind.

The “force” comes right up on Jesus’ shoulder before Jesus
becomes aware of its presence. He quickly turns around,
confronting the force.

Briefly breaking the “fourth wall,” Jesus lunges toward the
force, swiping at it with an open hand.

We then reveal from a distance that Jesus is confrontin
nothing but air. He stops flailing, troubled by the fagt t
his mind is playing tricks on him. N

DREAM SEQUENCE (L

Jesus again finds himself in a nondescript b &'koom. The
Temptress runs her hands over his body.

He resists her sexual advances, gritti <;>teeth and
tightly closing his eyes.

The Temptress is then seen runni g ands along her own
body seductively, moaning loud esus lies before her
mortified, but unable to look a

EXT. DESERT - DUSK

Jesus awakens violentl finds his hand in the remains of

a dwindling campfige. He pulls it out and rubs his tender
flesh as he notice he\sunset in the distance.

He reaches ove andles a few small pieces of WOOD, but
then tosses . t ide, suggesting that they are not enough
to start a r fire.

*

EXT. D }p = NIGHT

Jes les shivering on the ground, clutching himself and
a ing to sleep.

Q(T. DESERT - DAY

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY TWENTY-SEVEN

Jesus wanders through the desert, sluggishly, incoherently.
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He then notices a PIECE OF WOOD sticking up from the sand.
His eyes widen and he pounces, falling to the ground and
animalistically crawling toward it. He digs it up out of the
sand and rejoices as though he has just found gold.

JESUS CHRIST
(to God)
Oh, thank you, Father! I knew you
would not abandon me! With this
shard and others like it, I can
keep myself warm! I knew you would

answer my prayers. N%
Suddenly a voice startles Jesus. <::>
BLIND MAN (L
Who are you speaking to? \ I

Jesus spins around and faces the voice, wh'dg:pelongs to a
BLIND MAN. He is weatherbeaten, sunburned crusty from

exposure. . Q
JESUS CHRIST \
(suspiciously) \

Where did you come f;oE?
BLIND

I'm afraid I wo know,

traveler. I a & and therefore
little help ﬁa détermining where

I've been an re I will be.

EQUS CHRIST
Are yo® alone?
BLIND MAN

N

JESUS CHRIST
oW did you come to be here, a
blind man by his lonesome?

L 4
® BLIND MAN
QO I'm uncertain you would believe me

if I explained myself.

JESUS CHRIST
I'm willing to listen if you're
willing to speak.

BLIND MAN
(hesitantly)
God spoke to me...
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Jesus is surprised to hear this.

JESUS CHRIST
And he told you to wander out into
this desert?

BLIND MAN
No, but when I told my children
that I had experienced the presence
of the Almighty, they thought me
mad... “What would God want with a

weak, blind fool?” they said. And N%

so I was given a ration of food and
water, brought to the edge of this
desert and told to walk. My
children did not want me to

besmirch their name, the very name § I (L

I built for them... <:)

Jesus is silent. O

BLIND MAN (CONT']S\l
I knew you would not beli% e.

JESUS CHRI \
In fact I do. I know peak the

truth.
*

BLI
How?

JES CHRIST
Because @m‘the son of the

Creatog
The Blind Man iately becomes emotional and gasps in
astonishmen umility, falling to his knees before Jesus.

.
BLIND MAN

.~S;‘<;Zzs?
OQ JESUS CHRIST

Yes, my son.

BLIND MAN
(elated)
This is why the Almighty spoke to
me, why my own children doomed me
to this sandy grave.

JESUS CHRIST
How do you mean?
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BLIND MAN
So I could find you. I’'ve heard the
stories that you’ve cured the
blind, made it so they can see...

Jesus is made uncomfortable by this, uneasy.

JESUS CHRIST
I've spoken what is true knowledge
to those in ignorance, I’'ve shown
the way to those who before could

not see the path... N%
BLIND MAN Q
(animated, emotional)
Oh, heal me, Father! Please! Cure
me of this darkness and allow me t
return to my children a full man{‘:)

Let me show them the power of yo
glory!

JESUS CHRIST ’\Q
(hesitantly)
I am uncertain-- \
BLIND MAN %
(cutting Je ff

sus ’
suddenly h
You are the s nﬂ e Almighty,
are you not?

JES CHRIST
Yes, but N

@ BLIND MAN
Yo%’x' ome to help us...
. % JESUS CHRIST
\ BLIND MAN
Then help me! Prove to me you are

OQ who you say you are!
< , JESUS CHRIST

(strongly)
I am.

BLIND MAN
And you’ll let me die?

Jesus hesitates again, looking down at the piece of wood in
his hand. He then approaches the Blind Man and slowly places
his free hand over the Blind Man’s eyes.
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JESUS CHRIST
(to God)
Father, restore this man’s sight.
Allow him to see so that he may
follow you into the Kingdom of
Heaven.

Jesus presses his hand over the Blind Man’'s face with force.

Tension builds.

Jesus then quickly removes his hand. The Blind Man's q&

revealed to be at peace, his eyes closed.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D) <::>
(to the Blind Man)
Open your eyes.

and his eyes are rolling in the back of h ead, only the

The Blind Man does, dramatically revealing gg:,s still blind
bloodshot whites visible.

*
Jesus groans loudly and backs away f@\ e Blind Man in

shock as the Blind Man laments lluﬂ

BLIND MAN

I am still in dark@s
L 4
Jesus raises his hands b im and stares down at them,
his face pained with a r d sadness.

JES CHRIST
Forgive \ & can not help you!

The Blind Man @ to sob.

BLIND MAN

. (lamenting)
\\ od can not help me, who can?
JESUS CHRIST

® (in a whisper, repeatedly)

O I'm sorry...I'm sorry...Il'm sorry.
<:E;sus falls to his knees.

The Blind Man crawls to Jesus.

BLIND MAN
Hold still, Father. Forgive my
impertinence. There must be a
reason you could not heal me.
Perhaps I do not deserve to see.
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This pains Jesus.

BLIND MAN (CONT'D)
I want to look at the face of my
Lord.

The Blind Man raises his hands and places them on Jesus’
face. He begins to feel his features.

BLIND MAN (CONT'D)
I can see that you’re lost.

Tears fill Jesus’ eyes. The Blind Man lowers his ha@
JESUS CHRIST
I cannot help you. We're just two

men stuck in these dunes. \ I (L

BLIND MAN
I have not lost faith. Some wero
meant to follow without seg} )

The Blind Man then takes Jesus’ hand@\ is own, feeling the

piece of wood. \
The Blind Man'’s face suddenly S&lgmeS one of extreme anger.

BLIND CONT'D)

So that’s why y{@here!
Jesus is confused. %

LIND MAN (CONT'D)
To ste wood! It took me six
day ind this single piece!

Q JESUS CHRIST
. (defending himself)
\\ No! I--
BLIND MAN
You’'re no Messiah! You’re an
imposter! A thief!

Swddenly the Blind Man wallops Jesus with a closed fist,
ocking Jesus to the desert floor.

Jesus looks up at the Blind Man in disbelief. The Blind Man
proceeds to pounce on him, continuing an assault of blows.

The two begin to roll and fight, Jesus trying to protect
himself.
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Finally, Jesus gets the advantage and rolls the Blind Man
onto his back, Jesus atop him.
Jesus raises his fist in anger, about to strike a powerful
blow when it’s revealed that the Blind Man has vanished, only

his empty clothes remaining.

Jesus begins to feverishly dig in the sand. He finds a
SKELETON beneath the surface.

Jesus gets to his feet and stumbles backward. He scream
frustration and throws the piece of wood. &
uns

Realizing a moment later what he’s done, he immedia
after the wood, searches for it frantically, loc and

holds it close to him.

Jesus lies on his back in the sand, hal cious, clutching
the piece of wood. His lips are crack m dryness and

bleeding. @
JESUS CHRISﬂ \

EXT. DESERT - DAY

(in strained whi

Water...water.. w %
A thunderous voice belo J@ the EARTH itself is heard.

0.)

There isno water here and that
piece of you hold will not be
enoug gln a fire.

Jesus lifts hij d and searches for the source of the
voice.

EARTH (V.O0.)
ologize, this is one of my more

barren faces.

O
OQ* JESUS CHRIST

Who are you?
qus sees no one and puts his head back on the ground.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
When will these games be over?

EARTH
This is no game, Jesus. I am the
Earth beneath you.

(MORE)
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EARTH (CONT'D)
The very ground you walk on and it
would appear I am your only friend
out here.
Jesus sits up slowly and looks toward the ground.
JESUS CHRIST
But the Earth does not have a
voice.

EARTH

Only to those who can not hear it. N%

My trees sing. My waves roar.
%SERT :

Listen.
Jesus is in the middle of the ocean. lﬂa@Qash around him.

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus finds himself back on thé\lsgért floor, but he is

soaking wet.
L 4

JESUS{C ST
How are you.qiin this? This cannot

be.

TH
You ar the man to question
realityf yIn a world were a virgin
c a child, why can’'t that

wogl ave a voice?
L 4
Jesus is led by this statement.

\ JESUS CHRIST
(as though trying to
convince himself)
OO It was my father who created you on

the first day. With him anything is
possible.

EARTH
I do not know who created me. That
uncertainty we share. Millions of
years have provided no answers.
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JESUS CHRIST
Why have you chosen to speak to me?
What is it you want?

EARTH
Because you are in pain and yet you
are so temporary. Even I am not
eternal, though I have been here
long before you were born and I
will be here long after you are
dead. On a scale such as mine your (;t>
trials are infinitesimal. Humans
feel as though they are crucial. N
They are not. I have seen creatures <::>
evolve and I have seen them expire.
This is also your fate. Know that

and find peace. \ I

JESUS CHRIST
I can not agree with you, Earth<;}
Human beings are the only cr S
that can think, understand aQb
reason. We are in control ur
emotions. Is that not c@'? Is

that not proof of pu se

EARTH
Purpose? I am s d in the
infinite darkne space...
surrounded by funépding nothingness,
the size of rain of sand in

comparis@n to the universe. What
does tha ake you? Despite your

abilit nderstand, you do not
unde@ this.

Jesus is gréﬂg?g disturbed. He gets to his feet and stands
solemnly,

N\ JESUS CHRIST
What do you want me to say? That my

® life is meaningless? Well, I won’'t.

I don’'t believe that.

EARTH
Not meaningless. Just not crucial.
Humility would go a long way in
bringing about a happiness to your
species. I speak to you now in the
hope that you can help your kind
find it, that happiness... before
time makes it seem as though you
were never here at all...
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INTERLUDE/MONTAGE -

As Jesus stumbles disoriented, completely disassociated with
reality, modern images in vignette form of a variety of
people misusing the words of Christ are shown set to the
music Arvo Part’s “My Heart’s in the Highlands,” as performed
by Else Torp and Christopher Bowers.

The Interlude/Montage ends at dawn with Jesus reaching the
top of a sand dune. In the distance is a wooden CROSS
sticking out of the ground. Behind it, several hundred f%
away in the distance and atop another dune sits a secaomnd
CROSS. Jesus looks out at them, madness about his f@

A black TAIL is shown coiled around the base of the
crosses. It slowly unravels, slithering on the san and

disappearing behind the cross. \ I

Jesus is then shown on the cross once again <é’lll upside
down, but the image begins to rotate 90 dégrees.

*

EXT. DESERT - DAY @\Q

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY TI—LIQT&

Jesus looks up toward the fk

JES sﬁ\%ﬂ
ow

Father... I ou can hear me.
I’'ve been to should not
questiongyou and I have willingly
suppress tﬂg doubts I have in
myself willing to go blindly
to %t for you, but please
te m*ig... Why? Why is humanity so
vﬁié;t at you must sacrifice me to
. heir debt? What have they done
Q can not be forgiven through

ofir infinite love?
Jes@es a long pause.
O JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
< , Why me and why Mother? She was but

a girl when you chose her. And I
was already a growing child when I
learned of you and my greater
purpose. Do you fault me for my
uncertainty? Am I not the son you
envisioned? Am I worthy? ...Am I

too like those who have betrayed
you?
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Jesus pauses for a moment, hoping for a response from his
father, but there is only silence.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

Jesus rests in a shady spot. He has trouble breathing and
coughs.

Suddenly and miraculously, a 1930s-era MOVIE CAMERA fallg out
of the sky smashing into many pieces upon impact with t

ground. »
The loud, abrupt noise startles Jesus and he rushes<:zy to

the smashed camera. He looks toward the sky tota
confounded.

Only empty sky is visible. ()%

Jesus then examines the fragments of the (@- more closely,
getting to his knees and taking them }q<:f‘ ands.

Jesus is even more confounded. @\
The noise of something sneakin eﬁsnd Jesus 1is then heard.
ahigtt

Jesus quickly spins around in empt to identify the

noise. Nothing is there.
2
The noise is heard a sec neifgae coming from behind Jesus. He
spins around again, an t1%1, nothing is there.

Jesus then sees what appfars to be the taunting snake from
before. Now thorou;zgg at wit’s end with the animal, he

ke with determination.

trudges toward t@
He reaches do t®” grab the snake and instead finds a black
tail coming a hole in the sand. He is surprised. He then

tugs on th il and upon realizing something is attached to
it benez@ ground, begins to pull with all his might.
o

dust is kicked up as Jesus unearth’s the tail and

A cl
itsqwg, a black-skinned DEMON with red eyes.
d(:} e dust settles, it is revealed that both Jesus and the
< DEmon have been knocked to the desert floor. They sit
soriented from the tussle.

The Demon shakes the sand off himself, comically wagging like
a dog.

DEMON
(angry, annoyed)
What the hell did you do that for?
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Jesus lets out a frightened shriek once he clears his eyes of
sand. He scrambles to his feet, cowering away, but then
gaining his composure attempts to display dominance over the
Demon by standing firm.

JESUS CHRIST
(powerfully)
The beast finally shows himself.

DEMON
(comically offended)

Hey, you don’'t look so great N%

yourself, pal. You seem about a
quart low.

The Demon gets to his feet and continues to brush Hifiself
off.

JESUS CHRIST

(powerfully) O()

I have allowed myself to was
away! I've waited and I've V\ ed

for you to come! %

Jesus motions toward the Demon fieréely physical, as though
he is about to attack him, kick p more dust.

DEMON ¢ CEZ
(coughing fg\ e dust)

Hey, hey! I n’'t™ know what you're
talking abou

EQUS CHRIST
Will y op so low as to claim

ign ? You are the Evil One.
(t a whisper) Satan.

The Demop ates for a moment and then begins to laugh a
wildly gj childish laugh.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)

® Why are you laughing?
<:;§:> DEMON

I'm not...(mimicking and mocking)
Satan.

JESUS CHRIST
You’'re not?

DEMON
Nope! (continues to laugh)



JESUS CHRIST
But your flesh, your eyes... You
are as I imagined the Evil One.

DEMON
I wish I could tell you that you
were right. But I'm just one of
your run-of-the-mill demons.

JESUS CHRIST
Demons?

DEMON
One of the shunned, the despised,
the forsaken.

The Demon does a modest bow.

JESUS CHRIST

Then you'’ve come on His behalflo

This is part of the Evil One’

test. \@\

DEMON

39.

&
N
OF

Look, you were the one| whg pulled
me out of the ground. s just on

my way home.
06

Jesus is puzzled. &
JE\E‘CHRIST
To Hell?

*

\
QOQ*

<&ON

Bingg! aughs
g@g)

Q JESUS CHRIST
rrowing into the desert?

\ DEMON

Do you know a better way? There'’s
no lift where you can just push a

button. “Going down!” Believe me,
wish there was. This caliche is
hell on the claws.

Jesus is thoroughly confused. He listens in

JESUS CHRIST
(fumbling the words)

I

a daze.

If this isn’t a test...why are you

here?
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DEMON
Whoa, whoa. What’s with all the
questions? I'm just a lowly demon.
Bottom of the food chain. It’s like
asking an angel to describe the
face of God... An impossibility. I
regret that I have no answers for
you, but I do not.

JESUS CHRIST
(forceful)

You will answer me. I know you're N%

here for a reason! He’s tried to
trick me before! And I will not be

fooled again! (L

The Demon pauses and looks at Jesus know1ngl

DEMON
Have you ever heard of The Absu

Jesus doesn’t respond. Q
DEMON (CONT' @

The theory that says _,evenNsearching
for meaning in someth e .
anything... everyt g . . .18
absurdity... So stlons don’'t
have answers. are things in
this life withou meanlng, things
that can nev ke sense. I'm the

perfect amplé! (giggles) Look how
ridiculo Iﬂgm' (laughs)

JESUS CHRIST

But e defined. You have
. Therefore, you have

. 2. ;
\\ DEMON
No one can remember their previous
Q forms - what we were before what we

are now and on and on. But I have a
O hunch about what put me here... I'm
< , what you call a dyslexic agnostic
insomniac. I lie awake at night and
wonder if there really is a dog.

The Demon lets out an uproarious and infectious laugh.

Jesus smirks, catches himself, and resumes a serious face.
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DEMON (CONT’D)
(trailing off his laugh)
God, I kill myself! - Now think
what a existisitential can-of-worms
THAT phrase is! (laughs)

JESUS CHRIST
(softer tone)
I do not fear you Demon as I once
did. I do not sense you are here to
harm me, but I do not believe our

encounter is random. N%
DEMON Q

Listen, I'll make you a deal. We'll
play a game. If you win, I'1ll tell

you everything you want to know.
Okay? <:)

JESUS CHRIST
So... you do know why you're

DEMON N
(mocking) &_1
Oh, you’'re good. I'm_npt re I
want to play this gam ore.
JESUS ‘@T

What game?
N
Have youeever Reard of ‘chess?’
Jesus opens his @QE‘O respond but is cut off.

DEMON (CONT’D)
O@rse you haven’t! It’'s a
ic. And luckily, I always
g a set, a table and two chairs

L 4
$i me wherever I go (giggles).

The magically reveals a chess set up. He then waves
J ver to the table.
<:E’ey walk over together and sit down across from one another.

Jesus examines the board, picking up one of the pieces in his
hand and studying it.

DEMON (CONT’D)
I feel like I’'ve seen this in a
movie before (giggles).

Jesus looks up at him, a confused look on his face.
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DEMON (CONT’D)
So! First thing’s first. Pawns.
They only move forward, not back.
They can only take diagonally. Got
that?

JESUS CHRIST
Um. ..not-

The Demon proceeds to rush through the explanation.

this way, these go up and down and

DEMON %
Now these go this way, these go QN

side to side and she can go
anywhere she wants. Just like a

woman (chuckles). Ready? \ I (L

JESUS CHRIST
I don't- O
DEMON * Q

Good! Your move. %

Jesus hesitates.
DEMON (C 'k)

N
o@

(impatiently’

Come on, come o&
JE HRIST

And if I Jeat you, you’ll tell me

anything wgnt to know?

DEMON
Wﬁi::s anything. I only know
t

w omeone with three-quarters of
in could know.
\ JESUS CHRIST
You know what I meant.
DEMON
(smirking)

I'll do you one better. For every
piece of mine you remove from the
board, I will answer a question.
But that’s the last thing I'm gonna
give ya. I already let you be
white. Just seemed appropriate.

Jesus thinks to himself, his eyes remaining on the Demon.
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JESUS CHRIST
Fine.

Jesus slowly moves a pawn on the far left side of the board
one space forward.

The Demon stares down blankly toward Jesus’ move.

DEMON
It is obvious that I am a much
better chess player than you.

JESUS CHRIST N
Just go. Q

The Demon immediately makes a move.

Jesus thinks for a moment and then moves anoé%‘bawn.
DEMON O
(sarcastically) QL

*

That’'s definitely a move YOL\ uld

make, sure. %
Jesus rolls his eyes. . l \
The Demon makes another move , »brihging out his Bishop.

DEM N’&@’D)

I've got another “ne for you. A
Buddhist wal to a hotdog
vendor apd sayS, “Make me one with
everythi "o\

The Demon burs o a fit of laughter again. Jesus pretends
to understand orces a small chuckle.

Jesus then es intently at the board. He puts his hand
over a p tting it hover as he thinks.

Imposiisi , the Demon appears over Jesus’ shoulder

DEMON (CONT'D)
O I wouldn’t do that if I were you.
qus is startled by the Demon’s sudden appearance.

He jumps up, gets frustrated with the game and knocks over
the board, sending pieces into the sand.
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JESUS CHRIST
All right! You have had your fun! I
have not understood a single thing
you’ve said to me and now I’ve had
enough! Tell me what is going on!

DEMON
So we’ll call it a draw?

JESUS CHRIST

(end of his rope)
ANSWER ME!
a

The Demon becomes serious. He looks at Jesus silent&
moment. (L
DEMON
Tell me, what do you think is goix@

on?
JESUS CHRIST N
No, no. Not this game. \

DEMON (b'
I'm trying to answerlgtu. hat do

you think is going on

JESUS %T
(first di e% oward
Demon, then“o himself)
I am strandedN1ifi"this forsaken
place! Iim alofle. I was asked a

great ta . but I'm not sure I
want t lete it anymore. And

now c@e come and I’'m so
c@v . What could you possibly
mean?

L 4
\% DEMON
\ o¥ to mention, I may not even be

* here.
Thei tches Jesus off guard, but the Demon’s words strike a
n in Jesus. Jesus looks at him intently, waiting for his
@x words.

JESUS CHRIST

(voice faintly quivering)
What makes you say that Demon?
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DEMON
You ask for the meaning of my
appearance, but how can you be sure
that you’re talking to me? That I'm
even here?

JESUS CHRIST
Explain... please!

DEMON
How do you know you’re even here,

that any of this is happening at N%

all?

JESUS CHRIST
Stop it! Enough with these 1nfernal
questions! I do not know!

DEMON
You'’ve given so much with your <;>

heart... but perhaps your ml
failed you.

JESUS CHRIST
I know what is befor hat is
real and what is drea

DEMON * C%)
Do you really b & that?

\&-CHRI ST
(disgtraught)
But I ca eq! I can smell! I can

touch!
Jesus bends d d takes a fistful of sand in his grasp,
showing it e Demon and letting it fall through his
fingers.

DEMON
(softly giggling)
If only seeing, smelling and
touching were enough to make things
real...
sus looks deeply toward the Demon.

The Demon stares back at him unflinchingly, his eyes wide,
red and piercing.
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EXT. DESERT - EVENING

Jesus crouches over a small collection of wood. He feverishly
attempts to start a fire by rubbing the scraps of wood
together.

JESUS CHRIST
(to himself)
Of course it’'s real! Of course I'm
here! I'm here! Look at me!

He begins to lose his composure and haphazardly drive o%}f
the pieces of wood into the flesh of his hand. QN

He reacts in pain, grunting with anger. (L

Calming down, Jesus examines his hand. Blood ips from a
wound in his palm. <:)

He dabs a small amount of blood onto the 1;Eger of the
opposite hand and begins running the ;i ver his dry
lips.

His face reads blissful relief for JQESﬁent and then
insufferable pain.

Wrapping his arms around his gwaist, Jesus falls to his knees
and begins heaving. ’\6

Suddenly, *“satanic” wh@ are heard rushing past Jesus’

ear.
He freezes. Again, e.whisper is heard.
Jesus rises to eet. The sound seems to be in front of

him now. He bed% to chase after it.

He follows sound behind a mound of sand and discovers a
WATER.

small p%
Jesus nics, stopping his movement in a stunned halt.

T spber sound returns and the word “drink” is barely
b

a
qus trudges forward, falling before the water, his face
directly above it.

He lowers his face, but just as he’s about to bring his lips
to the surface of the water, he stops, looking deeply into
his own reflection.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
No...I mustn’'t.
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He stares at himself a moment in silence.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
This is not the face of a king.
There’s no more God here than in
Hades...(abruptly shouting) FATHER!
SHOW YOURSELF NOW OR LOSE A SON!
You make me a man and then ask of
me divinity! There is no Satan
here! Only I! Where is this BEAST
you speak of! I DO NOT SEE HIM! T (;t>
only see the depths of which I am
capable. Is that not villainy? Am I N
too not a whore of Babylon!? For I Q
would sell all I have for a drink
of cool refreshment! ...I will open
my mouth and drink from this water
and replenish my body and mind!

Because YOU do not provide! Do yf‘:)

hear me, Father?

Jesus lowers his face to the water ag ut stops himself,
his head shivering in restraint. He s a fiery, soul-
rattling scream before finally d 1s face into the
water.

As soon as his face meets wi th liquid, the water vanishes
and his mouth is filled w1t

A faint maniacal LAUGH ard
He violently cough up t sand from his mouth.

Jesus then has a cal mental and emotional breakdown. He
begins screami Satan.

His body coﬁﬂgsks, he claws at his eyes, he smears the blood
from his, h ound over his face and body. He is broken

utterly X\
t

He squ‘xs e drop-off of a cliff nearby and drags himself
tow<E;:1 .

H<:>t ds on the edge and looks down at the steep drop
@neath him.

It is insinuated that he’s contemplating suicide.

An authoritative voice intervenes. This is the voice of the
Egyptian God HORUS.

HORUS (0.S.)
Do it if you desire the simple way.
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Jesus is not startled or even phased by Horus'’ presence.

JESUS CHRIST
Whoever you are, leave me alone. I
can not abide one more visitor from
this world, the next or my own
mind. I’'ve hardly known isolation
in this desolate place.

HORUS
Must it only be from one?

Jesus continues to stare toward the drop in front o@%

HORUS (CONT’D)
I am Horus and I come from Egypt.

JESUS CHRIST $

You’'ve come a long way. Are you
another ghost? Another puff of O
smoke? I suppose you’'re heg@

tell me not to do this, that\ e
world needs me.

HORUS \
Whether you live or

immaterial to me.
L 4

Jesus looks toward Horus }féEL first time. He sees the God,
a tall, muscular man w i a HEADPIECE made from the head
of an eagle.

E§US CHRIST

Then y come to warn me. To
tri Perhaps to kill me?
Q HORUS

. ere to help you.

\ JESUS CHRIST

What makes you believe you can help

OQ& me?
O

Because I am you. Or at the very
least I understand what you are
feeling at this very moment.

Jesus peeks over the edge of the canyon, seeing the drop
beneath him.

JESUS CHRIST
How could you possibly understand?
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HORUS
We are more similar than you know,
Jesus.

JESUS CHRIST
Haven’'t you heard? I'm the only one
of my kind. A God stuck in a man’s
body. All the frailty of being
human with none of the ignorance,
none of the peace.

HORUS %
Humans are rarely at peace. That'’s <::>

why they need you. Without you they
can not comprehend their existence.

JESUS CHRIST
Then I feel sorry for them. The <:)

answers are out there.

HORUS N
Peace is not about answers. 'S
about embracing the myste

Jesus studies Horus for a moment ﬁsying attention to his
headpiece.
JESUS E%T
I've tired of hg' g myself ask

this, but w isNit you want of
me?

QBUS
Jesus, are things that must
be t to your attention, but
fir

me ask you a question.

Jesus awgi@ question.

\\ HORUS (CONT'D)
What is your fondest memory?

J s’ surprised to hear this question.
JESUS CHRIST
<:;) What could that possibly matter?
HORUS
Answer.

Jesus thinks.



50.

JESUS CHRIST
When I was a boy... I discovered
that I liked to build things. I had
a natural talent for it. I loved to
wander into a wooded area,
surrounded by trees. The solitude
was pleasant. That’s where I would
find the wood to build my
creations; little things. And I
built a box for my mother to keep
belongings in. Maybe something (;t>
precious to her, to keep it safe. I
remember handing it to her and the N
look she had on her face. It filled <::>
me with such happiness, that I had
created something. It wasn’'t
perfect. The 1lid didn’t close quit
right and it squeaked, but she
loved it (Jesus pauses, basking
the memory). Anyway, it was bef
I was told about my true cal >
Perhaps I think of it as th
time I didn’t have to be

other than myself, doi g*h thlng

I enjoyed for someone E
HORUS

Do you feel bet

S S&—IRIST
(more at
I do.

Gb‘ﬁus
Are @hinking clearly?

JESUS CHRIST

%Qhe first time that I’'ve come

Jesus.é&s s away from the canyon edge.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)

O 2 Thank you.
Q HORUS

Do not thank me. I needed to be
sure you were prepared to hear what
I have to tell you.

JESUS CHRIST
Tell me what you must.
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HORUS
Jesus... you are not the only one
of your kind. In fact you are part
of legions of fantastic beings that
have all attempted to serve
mankind.

Jesus is intrigued.

HORUS (CONT'D)
You see, I too was also born of a (;t>
virgin. My arrival on earth was
announced by a star. In my lifetime N
I was followed by twelve disciples <::>
and I was even crucified, buried
and resurrected as the prophecies

foretell you shall be... \ I (L

Jesus is profoundly confused.

)

HORUS (CONT’D) O

I lived more than three tho'u\
years ago, but was tempte a
desert not unlike this e

JESUS CHRI
I don’t understand . at is it
you're telling 76

RN

That this i responsibility,
the one weighing on your shoulders,
the one tewas pushing you toward
this 1 is a figment of your

on. A necessary device to
to the people of this
at you are indeed their
r, the man who’s not only come

\ edeem them, but who'’s come to

ain them. Just as I was for my
people. And now I am studied as a
fiction... as you will be.

ecomes defensive.

JESUS CHRIST
Don’'t say another word! You
slippery phantom. Your tactics
serve you well! I almost trusted
you.

HORUS
Jesus, listen to yourself. What has
your faith turned you into?
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JESUS CHRIST
A man who sees when someone is
trying to corrupt him! People are
dying every day! They are being
tortured and pillaged every day!
Are you telling me that is in my
imagination?!

HORUS
We are characters in a story to
them. What is true and what is

false is less important than what N%

is comfortable.

JESUS CHRIST
No! You may be some ancient
discarded deity, but I am here wit
them in this world! I am a
protector of the meek. I spend tij
with the dejected and downtrodd
the prostitutes and the bquq(E\
They are the ones who need n‘ he
most and I am there for tu?bb

HORUS \
They will forget you ey have
forgotten me.
2
JES s{ésg;%T

You are wro

Horus pauses for a gnomentT.

Many other
KRISHNA,,

\
QOQ*

RUS

I a the only one...

egin to emerge from the darkness: OSIRIS,
and BUDDHA.

\ OSIRIS

It’'s true, Jesus. I taught my
people how to be baptized in holy
water.

KRISHNA
And I will one day return to earth
in the flesh to battle the Prince
of Evil.

MITHRA
I was of virgin birth and placed in
a manger. I performed miracles to
prove my power to my followers.
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BUDDHA
And I, like you, Jesus, taught
chastity, temperance, tolerance,
compassion, love, and the equality
of all.

HORUS
All of us, even if remembered in
name, are all but ignored by those
who claim to follow us. Your
sacrifice has brought you here to (;t>
this ledge, a way out if you
choose. See it as the second chance N
it is. All your choices have been <::>

made for you, Jesus. You finally
can make one of your own.

JESUS CHRIST £}$

Is it pain all of you want to ca
me? Is it torment? You’d like t(f)

see me jump! . Q
BUDDHA N
No, Jesus. We want you t‘\h rish
14

the choice we never ha e choice
your father gave to t ople that

will inevitably fomsake® you.
2

JES sﬁ ST
I don’'t know, whathyto do. I am being
pulled in so Wa directions and
yet I cap not distinguish one from
the othe Wﬂgn I entered this
desert ught I knew so clearly
my mdi n.

won'’'t let yourself see.

Q KRISHNA
’@ is a truth inside of you that

JESUS CHRIST
Lies! My eyes are open!

KRISHNA
It is not enough to follow. You
must find the path on your own.
Look inside of yourself, Jesus.
Tell us what you see...

All the Gods close in around Jesus.
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INT. NONDESCRIPT ROOM - FANTASY

Jesus finds himself in a large, empty room. He walks toward a
B1ACK CURTAIN.

He parts the curtain and finds a LITTLE PERSON behind it.
Taken aback Jesus pauses for a moment.

JESUS CHRIST

LITTLE PERSON QN

Greetings.

(mimicking)

Greetings. (L
JESUS CHRIST
Where am I? <:)

LITTLE PERSON O
(mimicking) N
Where am I?

JESUS CHRIST @
I'm searching for sosethl g. Do you

know where I can fin

LITTLE @ON
(mimickin )&{\

—--Where I caqlfi ite
JES CHRIST

You're t§rqice inside myself.

The Little Per@a es on a strange, sympathetic tone.
Q LITTLE PERSON
he voice inside myself.

\ JESUS CHRIST
You see all that I cannot.

OQ* LITTLE PERSON

I see all that you cannot.

*

<::Jésus looks to his right and finds a modern DOOR.

JESUS CHRIST
Is what I'm looking for behind this
door?

LITTLE PERSON
Behind this door.
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Jesus moves toward the door, hesitantly reaching toward the
knob.

JESUS CHRIST
I'm afraid.

LITTLE PERSON
(mimicking)
I'm afraid.

JESUS CHRIST
I know there’s things here I don’'t N

want to see.

LITTLE PERSON
Things you know, but choose not to

0

Jesus twists the handle and opens the door
Blinding sunlight pours in through thg (::g
vast desert. \
Jesus walks through the door and fd @Tlimself surrounded by
sand dunes, the door disappeargni behind him.
His mother Mary appears to him.

L 4
Jesus runs to his mother Q&to her feet and embraces her
legs.

y revealing the

JES CHRIST
Oh! Mothg®| q§lp me!

MARY
Ic help you. I told you not
tONLl your doubts get the best of
nd you have failed me.

\ JESUS CHRIST
No! Mother I have not! I’ve done

L 4
\
Qﬁ what you’ve told me.
<:> MARY
Q You are weak.
Jesus begins to sob into his Mother'’s cloak.
JESUS CHRIST

I don’'t want to die! Is that
weakness?!
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MARY
You were born to die. That
sacrifice is what will give your
existence meaning.

JESUS CHRIST
Don’'t I have the right to find my
own meaning?

MARY
There is no ‘right,’ nothing is

yours to decide. There is only N%

obedience. You must be crucified
or... nothing I’'ve done...

Mary pauses and becomes emotional.

Jesus stands and wipes the tears away from héE;Eyés.

JESUS CHRIST

Mother... who am I? . QO

Mary is shocked and angered by this.

MARY \

(defensively)

Exactly who I've sadd u are!
L 4
JES s.&c!%sT
as

Mother... It ot as you say...
What happene you?

Suddenly a YOUNG B rans into Jesus and embraces him. Jesus
is surprised.

Jesus bends o @knee and faces the Boy.

. JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
N (to Boy)
\ h€re did you come from?
Mar@alene appears.
O MARY MAGDALENE
< , He is our future son.
Jesus turns toward Mary Magdalene.
MARY MAGDALENE (CONT'D)
...1f you decide you want to live.

He is the future you could choose
for yourself.
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Jesus directs his attention back at the Boy. He pauses a
moment, but then tightly embraces him.

MARY MAGDALENE (CONT'D)
Be there for him as your father
never was for you.

As Jesus squeezes the Boy tightly. His eyes closed, the blood-
The Temptress stands behind him, nude and seductive.
TEMPTRESS

red fabric is placed over his eyes from behind.
No Jesus...come with me. It’s what QN
you really want. No death, no pain, (L

no sadness, no sacrifice. It will

be just the two of us. \ I

JESUS CHRIST
What about the people who need

TEMPTRESS ¢

Forget them, Jesus. God h ve

n
them their chance. Why sgge you
die for their misdee@st y'1ll be

happier in Hell.

Jesus covers his eyes with’\%mnds.

JESUS RIST
No! I can notN\abdandon them.

sins,,

Y
Trust @@ﬁ Die for the world'’'s

MARY MAGDALENE
. % with me! Start your family.
good into this world by taking
\\a in it.

® TEMPTRESS

Give up everything! Give in to
pleasure!

qus hesitates, not knowing whom to run to.

All three women pull him separate directions. They run their
hands over him.

Jesus tries to break free and cling to his mother but the
other two women block him from doing so.
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This goes on until Jesus forcefully pushes Mary Magdalene and
the Temptress off of him, causing them to vanish.
Mary now stands alone in the desert.
Jesus approaches and embraces her, beginning to weep again.

Eventually his face of sadness turns to one of anger and he
roughly pushes her backwards.

She vanishes, turning into a wisp of sand blown away byﬂqt>

breeze. N
Jesus falls to his backside, distraught, crying wh1<::>
grabbing handfuls of sand in his fists. (L

EXT. DESERT - DAY <:)

SUPERIMPOSED TITLE TEXT: DAY THIRTY-NINE.

Jesus sits in a shady spot, rambllng iqseh rently, completely
broken from reality. His body is co d and stiff, his
mouth is agape and bone dry, hlS e re rolled 1nto the
back of his head and his 1lids rly shut.

In the distance a woman is p225u1 on her knees, her back to

Jesus.
The sight of her rouse s awake. He rubs his eyes,
struggling to focus, mo slowly.

US CHRIST

(t elf voice weak)
Mot then louder, calling out
h§§:>’ er!
move toward her, stumbling, falling.

Jesus begl%
He app zhe her. Her back still turned to him. He puts his
hand hér shoulder.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)

QO 2 (in a tender, relieved

volice)
Mother...

Tears fill Jesus’ eyes.
Jesus tries to turn her gently with his hand, but she quickly
twists around, revealing the Temptress from before who

taunted Jesus with the snake.

Jesus backs away in horror.



59.

The Temptress gets to her feet, moving toward Jesus in a
seductive way, the personification of human sexual desire.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
Get away from me! Stay away!

TEMPTRESS
Come, come, Jesus. I know you'’ve
been dreaming about me.

JESUS CHRIST

No! I’'ve done no such thing. N%

TEMPTRESS
What’s the matter, baby? Do you
want your mother? I can be your

mother.
o(s»k

The Temptress’ clothing magically turns in
reminiscent of what the Virgin Mary would

TEMPTRESS (CONT’ﬁ\Q
Come to me, my son... %

JESUS CHRI
(through gritted )
Stop this!
2
TEM WQ%Q;D

(sincer )
It’'s all righg."You don’t have to

be afraid of whRat you desire. It’s
in your uxe. Take my hand. I

only wi give you what you
want‘QS;E’

The Temptre@nocently reaches out her hand.

Jesus paf r a moment and then reaches out, accepting the
Temptr ! d.

TEMPTRESS (CONT'D)
Come, let me hold you the way a
O mother would.

<:;JmaTemptress kneels and Jesus lies in her lap. They resemble
Michelangelo’s sculpture “Pieta.”

TEMPTRESS (CONT'D)
(whispering sweetly to
Jesus, motherly)
You can not deny nature, Jesus. It
will always best in you in the
end...
(MORE)
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TEMPTRESS (CONT'D)
There is nothing shameful in
understanding your body. Pleasing
it.

JESUS CHRIST
(distraught)
I don’'t know what is right anymore.

TEMPTRESS
Right? Wrong? They'’re illusions,
Jesus, designed to imprison you

inside your own flesh. The same N%

flesh that will one day be feasted

upon by your followers -- Corrupt
men who would sooner kill than
resist indulging in me. There is no

right, Jesus, just what you feel. < I

The Temptress takes Jesus’ hand and gently ades it over her
breast.

TEMPTRESS (CONT’ﬁ\Q
Do you feel me? @

Jesus nods. . l \
The Temptress makes a face ext¥eme satisfaction.

(e}
2
TEM Tﬁ (CONT'D)

Now feel whe a men come from
and long to Neoo

The Temptress begi@m\ving Jesus’ hand toward her lower
half.

Jesus quickly his hand away, the comforting moment
fractured a scrambles away from her and gets to his feet.

The Temp' ecomes sinister again, devilish. She leaps to
ves her garment and reveals her bust.

her fe
@ TEMPTRESS (CONT'D)

Do you want me to dance for you?
<:E}e begins to seductively dance as she moves toward him.

JESUS CHRIST
No! I want you to get away! Vanish!

Jesus closes his eyes and continues to stumble away from her.

TEMPTRESS
Come to me!
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JESUS CHRIST
You must go, now! Please, please

go!

TEMPTRESS
Luxuriate in me, Jesus. I’'m what
you truly desire!

JESUS CHRIST
I am a pious man! I do not let lust
engulf my heart!

TEMPTRESS QN

The most pious man, dear Jesus, 1s

still a man. (L

JESUS CHRIST

Stop saying my name! <:)
TEMPTRESS
Why, Jesus? What should I ca ?

JESUS CHRIST
Nothing! Go back to wh came
from!

The Temptress falls to her k nd wraps her arms around
Jesus.

Let’s just égd%'ﬁ'llttle fun! Don’t
you have urges Feelings!

Pa831ons

& JESUS CHRIST
I%

TEMPTRESS
ive in! You’ll never be able to

out here by your lonesome! No

\food or drink, at least let there
Q be love.

JESUS CHRIST
This is not love! This is carnal
indulgence!

TEMPTRESS
Yes!

JESUS CHRIST
Despicable lust!
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TEMPTRESS
Yes!

JESUS CHRIST
Sinister desires of the flesh!

TEMPTRESS
Yes!

his stomach. Jesus becomes almost paralyzed and the Tem

The Temptress begins to claw at Jesus, pressing her lips_to
S
slows her movements, giving her seduction a sense of N

tenderness.

Their interaction becomes strangely delicate as ﬂsig;:} them

seem overcome with emotion.

almost touch. Then at the last moment, Jes gains control
and he kisses her on the forehead.

Jesus grips the Temptress’ face in his hands %ﬁr lips
E§§r9

The Temptress looks up at Jesus with I inely emotional,

sympathetic, tearful eyes. @

TEMPTRESS ﬁg‘D)
Don’'t leave me out he 1l alone.

Jesus groans in emotional P .

He grips her face agaig En&smiles at her through tears.
m

He leans in to give her easured, thoughtful, “goodbye”
kiss on the lips. %&e\ does so, the Temptress flips back
into her snake-1i meanor and slides her tongue into
Jesus'’ mouth. @

Jesus pulls\*gag and lets out a powerful yell, abruptly
mptress across the face with his hand.

slapping, t%
The Te }QB falls to the ground and is suddenly transformed

into EVIL, a tall, darkly dressed man.

Q JESUS CHRIST
<:> (wide-eyed and trembling
< , with madness)

It’'s you...

The Devil wipes a small droplet of blood from the corner of
his mouth with the back of his hand and slowly gets to his
feet.

DEVIL
(Sweetly, softly)
Yes.
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JESUS CHRIST
I've been waiting for you for
thirty nine days. Tomorrow I may
leave this desert forever.

DEVIL
I’'ve been with you since the
beginning. In fact, I'm always with
you.
JESUS CHRIST
I cast you out! N
DEVIL Q
Enough.

The Devil gets an eerie, serious look on his e.

DEVIL (CONT'D)

You can barely stand. O
JESUS CHRIST ¢ Q

But I will stand...against@ for

all time. \
A crude CUP appears in the Devfﬁls'ﬁand full of cold, clean

water.
*
DEV '\\gj

I'm not here, o rm you, Jesus.

I'm here to you. Would you
like some?
LN
He shows the cup sus.
Jesus immedia ecomes overwhelmed with desire and falls
to his knee ing the cup in his hand. Tears roll down his

face.

L 4
\\ DEVIL (CONT'D)
Take a single drink and this will
Q all come to an end.
J<:>s 1ooks at the Devil and then defiantly throws the cup to
@e ground, spilling the water.
JESUS CHRIST

I was afraid I would submit to your

temptations. At one time during my

visit to this desert, I was

prepared to accept anything from

you, if only you’d offer...
(MORE)
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JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
but seeing you before me, smelling
the sulfur on your breath, I know
no good can come of your empty
promises. Drink now, know
satisfaction for a moment and then
burn eternally in your misery.

The Devil is emotionally unaffected by Jesus’ harsh words.

FOOD.

and smells

DEVIL
Pity. I had prepared something for (;t>

you
The Devil looks toward a large TABLE full of freshl@&ired

sire.

Jesus stumbles toward it. He stands at the heqﬁ{;é he table

the food’s aroma, exhaling nosilycl)

DEVIL (CONT'D)

Go ahead. Indulge. Feed your >
You’ve suffered for long encgb .
Don’'t give Him the satisf . He
has abandoned you. I o ]@t to

help, Jesus. I want tof gr you
what you desire, but than
that, what you nee

2
Jesus looks at the Devi VQ lassy eyes.

*

\
o°®

DE CONT'D)
I've been treated unfairly, too.
God too ned his back on me. Just

whe he when we’'re starving?
W er& he when we call out to him
a y ourselves bare before him?

does he do? Abandons us.

like y% claims to love us, but

\ JESUS CHRIST

I know of your tricks. You aim to
turn me around, to fool me.

DEVIL
How shall I ever live this
reputation down? Is it God who put
this food here? Is it God who will
give you water and shelter and
woman? No! It is me! And I am
called the Evil One! Don’t you see?
I was a creation of God’s love. I
too was made by him. You and I are
the same, Jesus. He made us both
and then he turned his back on us.

(MORE)
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DEVIL (CONT'D)
If he could do it to one of his
angels, why couldn’t he do it to
his son?

JESUS CHRIST
You're twisting...

DEVIL
(interrupting Jesus)
I saw your dreams, Jesus. I looked
inside of you. I saw that woman...

doing things to you. So I gave her N%

to you. I can hear your stomach
shrinking, and so I lay this feast

before you. What must I do to prove
that I'm here on your behalf?

Jesus looks at the Devil and then looks back %ﬂhe food. He
slowly, hesitantly picks up a large LEG OF REEY and bring
it to his mouth.

It inexplicably turns to sand in his B@and rapidly blows
away until Jesus’ palm is left bare.

DEVIL (CONT’ )\
But there is somethin eed from
you.
L 4
Jesus looks at the Devil, &ly defeated.

DE CONT'D)
Your trust, JeSus. And your
acceptan ust accept me into

your h nd everything I've
prow@you will be yours.
Jesus ponde@:.s.
: Q) JESUS CHRIST
\ h¥s... I can not do. I do not know
the truth, but I know you are not
Q the way.

O DEVIL
< , It’s the truth you seek? Well, the

truth I can provide. Every good
story should begin at the
beginning...

EXT. GARDEN OF EDEN - INDISTINGUISHABLE TIME

The Devil and Jesus appear in the Garden of Eden. ADAM and
EVE frolic in the garden nude and innocently blissful.



Satan scof

Q
QOQ*

The Devil

DEVIL
This is the way it was before
everything! Even sin. The land was
lush and bountiful. The first man
and the first woman had nothing to
fear.

JESUS CHRIST
Until you came along. I know this
story.

DEVIL
Until your father came along. He
was the one who put me here, just
like Adam and Eve. He created the
tree of which my apple grew. He

to faill!

JESUS CHRIST
I will admit to not always

understanding my father, bu’t\Qis

not a monster!

DEVIL \
No, not a monster... an
insecure, mad Empepor. He wants his
slaves to love hﬂ'@

JESUS RIST
Slaves? He g an a choice!

fs at Je ’.paivety.

1 nt and capable of love,

». . but He needed to test that

, make sure his creations
dBred him even in the face of
temptation... and that’s where I
came in. An important part of God's
plan. After all, how can you
appreciate the light if you haven'’t
seen darkness?

DEVIL
ngi?e ce!? ...He made Man
1Mo

leans close to Jesus and sinisterly says:

DEVIL (CONT'D)
He let me lure Eve to that tree...

66.

©
QY

created the test for all humanity I (L

Eve follows a snake to the base of a beautiful tree. This
THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE.

is
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DEVIL (CONT’D)

And when she ate from it, he not
only punished her... He condemned
all of humanity.

JESUS CHRIST
(rhetorically aloud)
Original sin...

DEVIL
He created the very sin that he’s (;t>
willing to let you pay for with
your life... God tells us that we N
have free will, a choice, but when <::>

it’s a choice between the pearly
gates and eternal hellfire... it’s

not much of a decision now is it?
How is Man to truly and freely

choose if he can be damned for h
answer? O

*
Jesus listens. \Q
DEVIL (CONT' @

Adam and Eve had the_ihno®ence of
children and her one

has cost you your Qe, your

freedom, your chti

Eve approaches the Treg EE‘Knowledge. She reaches for the

apple.

Jesus lunges towar ex\and begins to shout, but she can not
see or hear him
N

\@ JESUS CHRIST

Qn’t! You're condemning me!
. % e condemning me!

Eve t@ arty bite into the apple.

Jes ls to his knees.

O DEVIL
< , Do you blame a child for their

foolish mistakes or do you blame to
parent who never bothered to teach
them?

Jesus looks at Satan with heartbroken eyes.
DEVIL (CONT'D)

And what do you think happened
next?
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A terrible EARTHQUAKE begins and LIGHTNING strikes the Tree
of Knowledge, splitting it down the middle.

Adam and Eve cling to each other in terror, covering their
privates in shame.

DEVIL (CONT’D)
(raising his voice over

the earthquake’s rumble)
He gave them enough knowledge to

fear him! %

EXT. DESERT - DAY (L
The Devil and Jesus reappear in the desert. (*

DEVIL O
And they were right to fear Q{?\
JESUS CHRIST \
No! It can’t be as you y od
would never forsake Q l this!
Suddenly the Devil becomes ei;;fm ly angry.
DEV
Fine! Then p e o me your God
loves you!
The Devil grabs Je apd hardly drags him across the jagged,
rocky sand. The stones cut into his flesh, covering his
body in bloody S.
They reach Eﬂg?kop of a small MOUNTAIN.

DEVIL (CONT'D)

\\ ; jump!!
Q%ks disoriented and confused.
O DEVIL (CONT'D)
< , You heard me!

The Devil then pushes Jesus to the edge of the mountain, a
long drop beneath him.

DEVIL (CONT'D)
If you are the true Messiah then
God will break your fall.
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JESUS CHRIST
(weakly, in a whisper)
Push me over.

DEVIL
What did you say?

JESUS CHRIST
I said push me over. I no longer
care if I live or if I die. If you
want to push me over this mountain,

I believe God will save my life, N%

but I will not jump on my own. You
will have to push me if you want

proof God is indifferent. I will
not help you.

The Devil stares deeply into Jesus’ eyes and *Rpulls him
away from the mountain’s edge, tossing him he g

DEVIL
Look! Look where we are!

He begins to spin around slowly, @?ﬂ.g the view
surrounding the mountain.

DEVIL T'
It’'s just you an . whole world
with no one

Jesus lies on the groun asplng for breath.
The Devil crouches wn\be51de him.
@ DEVIL (CONT'D)
Yo what He has in store for
you, don’t you?
JESUS CHRIST
\ (struggling to speak)
q~ls I w1ll die for the world’s sins...
Q DEVIL
You’ll be crucified. There will be
a choice to either free a murderer

and a rapist or free you, and the
people will free the criminal.

JESUS CHRIST
It does not matter.
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DEVIL
You will be made to drag a cross to
a peak, not much different than
this. And they will hammer nails
into your wrists and feet. Here...

The Devil taps Jesus’ wrists.

DEVIL (CONT'D)
And here...

DEVIL (CONT'D)
They’1ll stretch you with rope, (L

The Devil taps Jesus’ feet. N%

breaking bones and tearing flesh.
And then they will put you on
display. The weight of your body
will pull on the nails, causing 1‘;)
excruciating pain to become eve(f)

more unbearable. . Q
JESUS CHRIST \

Nothing you can say wi ]& r me.
DEVIL

How about I stop sayin
don’'t I show you®

EXT. - DAY 2N

it? Why

Jesus’ hands a cgaptally attached to the cross.

A ROMAN SOL@squeezes his wrists and forcefully pushes
them dowp the wood of the cross.

Q INSERT:
o

E :
Ag ROMAN SOLDIER holds down an unidentified WOMAN'’S wrists,
shing them forcefully into the dirt.

INSERT:
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EXT. - DAY

Jesus’ legs are forced together, a NAIL is placed against
them.

INSERT:

EXT. - NIGHT

The Unidentified Woman'’s legs are forced apart as the Rd%f)

Solider holds her down. }
EXT. - DAY (L

Jesus is nude on the cross, the image for G:’lrst time,
being fully right-side up.

EXT. DESERT - DAY

The Devil stands beside Jesus ateép e mountaln and watches
as Jesus pantomlmes his cruc1f1 7 feeling the pain in his
abl a

body and screaming in unlmag gony.

DEV L&
(over J S’ Ngcreams)

I can end th 1 now. Just pray
to me the way you’d pray to your
father a t&;s pain will stop. All
' is earth you can see,
ours to rule. Just accept
r savior, your God.

ny Jesus shouts:

\\ JESUS CHRIST
Mother! Mother!

lmost faints from pain, his body goes limp and he
creaming.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
(almost inaudibly)
...1 forgive you...

DEVIL
The truth is what you wanted... Now
pray to me and I will take all of
your misery away.
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JESUS CHRIST
No...

The Devil becomes furious.

DEVIL
You're pathetic, do you know that?
Why do you believe in Him so
strongly?

JESUS CHRIST %
(struggling for the words,
gasping in pained N
breaths) Q
I believe in the people of this
earth. The ones I'm here to

sacrifice my life for. They deserv*(L

a chance to know love. <:)
DEVIL
They deserve nothing. They a S

and like rats they spread Jig‘ se.

You think they love you? hink

your sacrifice will ma u‘i them?
Well, let’s see...

EXT. MODERN CITY STREET - D 6

The Devil and Jesus *a QS% in the middle of a busy modern
street, people bustlin on cell phones, carrying

briefcases, etc.
GE‘QIL

Her re. Two thousand years
aft r death. You're a
foet e, a bedtime story. They
no more about you than they do

'\ other... They wouldn’t even
\ efognize you without your cross.

A C %ppears on Jesus’ back. The sudden appearance causes
sus~to fall to the ground. He picks up his cross and slowly
rudging through the crowd of modern people.

S
<:;Jmapeople completely ignore him, walking past him, bumping
into him.

JESUS CHRIST
(lamenting)
I die for them and do they not
remember my words?
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DEVIL
Oh, they remember, and they use
your words to kill each other. Your
legacy of love has brought about
more bloodshed, death and war than
anything this planet has ever
known.

A PASSERBY tosses TRASH at the feet of Jesus.

DEVIL (CONT'D) %
Look. Look at the people you will
die for, who you are starving for, N
depriving yourself of women for. <::>
They do not care about your
sacrifice. They have forgotten
about you. Their poetry and prayer

falls on the deaf ears of your
father. He might as well be dead <:)

He is worse, he is silent. <:>
Jesus falls, drops his cross and begl 0’ sob
uncontrollably. He puts his face in ands

EXT. DESERT - DAY %

Jesus continues to weep. W ‘igp removes his hands from his
face, he is back in the e& the Devil beside him.

So now yQu see? You are worthless,
your sacE:Séqg is meaningless. In
fact, i nly brought about pain
and ring. Spare yourself. Give
UD o us e in to me. We can change
g(%:world together, for the

. We can once and for all
\ roy God and put an end to his
180

\ dthirsty reign.
* JESUS CHRIST
(shouting)
ENOUGH'

e power in Jesus’ voice catches the Devil off guard.
Jesus gets to his feet.

JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
I do not care about you! I do not
care about God! It is no longer
relevant if he is there or is
listening or despises me!

(MORE)
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JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)
I am an instrument of love! ...You
do not condemn an artist who
creates a painting that inspires
violence! You do not condemn a
musician who writes a melody that a
corrupt government uses as its
anthem! I can not control what
happens today, tomorrow or two-
thousand years from now! I am an
artist! But my art is love! ...I no
longer believe in myself, I do not (;t>
care if I am king of this world or
the next! I only know I am a man! N
And I CHOOSE to bring forgiveness <::>
and compassion into this world. I
do not care what comes of it, if
the world kills itself, because it
is the right thing to do despite
the consequence! I will continue_tio
bring light to this life and de d
against your darkness! Andéi
there’s nothing beyond this& e, I
welcome it, because I wil
knowing I was part of i@
realized creation, thefc tion of
man, who has more emp than it

knows! My flesh andemy blood and my
bones are good € ! LISTEN TO ME

NOW BEELZEBUB! }Q IME IS
FINISHED! R l
It is abruptly revealed at Jesus speaking to himself and

the Devil has wvani d\

The two men, t czél owers of Christ, rush to Jesus’ side and
take him in théwl rms.

Jesus is.s<32> ed to see them.
\ JESUS CHRIST (CONT'D)

What are you doing here--

® DISCIPLE 1
<:> Jesus! Are you all right? We've
< , been looking for you!

JESUS CHRIST

Yes, I’'ve been in the desert,
fasting.

DISCIPLE 2
You'’ve been missing for--
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JESUS CHRIST
Forty days...

The Men make subtle eye contact, concerned for Jesus’ state
of mind.

DISCIPLE 1
A week, Jesus.

There is an awkward, silent pause.
DISCIPLE 2 %
After our last meeting, one week
ago, you disappeared. Someone said <::>
they saw you walking into the
desert by your lonesome.
DISCIPLE 1 %
We've been looking for you ever <:)
since. O
DISCIPLE 2 ¢ Q
We’ve brought water and fq?jb
JESUS CHRI \
I don’'t understand... been--
DISCI

Don’'t speak. e%\ e’'ll take you
home. N l

Jesus takes a drin
into the desert. Hij
outline of the D

of water. He looks passed the two men and
vision of extremely blurred and the dark
s faintly visible.

When Jesus
once again.

his eyes, the Devil is completely gone

*

Jesus 1lo toward an empty sky, searching with his eyes.

his head and looks deeply and directly into

S POSED TITLE TEXT: DAY SIX

Q THE END



